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January has always carried a sense of fresh beginnings, but on
Pine Island, it arrives with something more-a feeling of
renewal that sweeps in on salty breezes and pasel sunrises. As
the new year unfolds, buyers from all over the country look
toward Southwest Florida for warmth, sunshine, and a new
chapter. But what is it about this month that inspires so many
people to cast their anchor here? The answer is part lifestyle,
past opportunity and part unmistakable island magic. 

•The Season Brings Energy-and Inventory: It's peak season on
Pine Island, snowbirds return, travelers fall in love with the
quiet cham of the mangroves and homeowners begin
preparing their properties for the year ahead. With more
homes hitting the market and more buyers actively seraching,
it creates the perfect moment for meaningful connections.

•A New Year Means New Intentions: People don't just buy
homes in January. They make life changes. Where do I want
to spend more of my time? What kind of lifestyle do I want to
embrace?

•Ideal Weather Creates the Perfect Buying Experience:
January's mild temperatures and gentle breezes make it one
of the best months to explore waterfront properties, tour
canals by boat, and get a true feel for island life. 

•A Strong Investment Season: Buyers seeking vacation rentals
or second homes recognize January as prime time. This is
when demand for seasonal stays is highest, giving investors
an immediate picture of rental income potential. 

•A Place Where Hope Feels Tangible: A month when dreams
stop feeling distant and start feeling possible. When new
traditions begin-sunrise coffee on the lanai, afternoon fishing
off the docks, neighbors waving from their golf carts. 
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JAN. 10-11 CAPE CORAL ART FESTIVAL
@ 10AM-5PM│CC PARKWAY

JAN. 17 FLAMINGLE ISLAND EXPO
@ 10AM│CASTAWAYS REALTY (SJC)

JAN. 17 PINE ISLAND JUNIOR OLYMPICS
@ 10AM│PHILLIPS PARK

JAN. 24 TOUR DE CAPE
@ 6AM│5505 ROSE GARDEN ROAD

JAN. 31 ISLAND MARKET
@ 9AM│FISHERS OF MEN LUTHERN
CHURCH 939 SQFT 2 BEDS 2 BATHS

$

$490/SQ FT

At Castaways Island Realty, every home has a story… and every journey
to Pine Island deserves a special beginning. That’s why we’re thrilled to
officially launch our Message in a Bottle Campaign

What is the Campaign? It's our way of honoring the stories that
bring people to Pine Island- the dreams, the new starts, the family
chapters, the second homes, the investments, and the long-awaited
"someday" moments. 

Why a bottle? Why a message? Because Pine Island is a place
where stories wash ashore. Where sunsets whisper new beginnings.
Where familes drop anchor and start a new chapter.

When will you receive one? Throughout the year bottles will appear
as a token of appreciation for exploring island life with us and as we
celebrate community and connection. (Look for upcoming open
houses, Castaways gatherings and local events)

Join us for the Official Kickoff. We'll be debuting the campaign at our
Annual Flamingle Event on January 17th, 2026 from 10am-1pm at the
Castaways Realty Office in St James City. 

Here's to 2026! A year of messages, memories and moments sealed
with a little Castaways magic. 

southwest florida
LOCAL EVENTS FEATURED LISTING

LISTED AT: $460,000

2729 N IBIS COURT
ST JAMES CITY, FL 3356

A NEW TRADITION FOR 2026



Castaways Island Realty
3366 Stringfellow Road
St James City, FL 33956

join us

10am-1pm

CALL US FOR
freeA MARKET ANALYSIS

small business
SPOTLIGHT

Blondies Coffee Co.

A mobile coffee trailer serving great coffee with
a smile! Blondies serves up your favorite

handcrafted brews, baked goods, and friendly
island vibes with a smile. Whether you’re

grabbing a latte before a day on the water or
settling in for a cozy chat with friends, Blondies
is where good coffee and good company meet.

3380 Stringfellow Road, St James City

MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST
January

Small upgrades can make a big impact—especially for those
considering selling or renting their home in 2026.

•Refresh Your Curb Appeal: A clean exterior, updated paint,
new landscaping, or a modern front door will instantly elevate
your home's first impression.

•Upgrade Kitchens & Bathrooms: New hardware, updated
lighting, modern faucets, fresh grout or resurfaced cabinets-
deliver some of the highest returns without requiring a major
renovation.

•Improve Energy Efficiency: Consider installing LED lighting,
smart thermostats, updated insulation or energy-efficent
appliances. These upgrades save money long-term and
appeal to today's eco-minded buyers.

•Enhance Outdoor Living Spaces: On Pine Island, outdoor
areas matter. Pressure-washing patios, adding seating zones,
replacing screens, refreshing the lanai, or improving dock
lighting can transform the way your home feels. 

•Protect Your Investment:
High-Impace windows, updated roofing elements, and storm-
ready features not only increase safety but also improve
property value and insurance appeal in Southwest Florida.

Starting the Year
 WITH SMART UPGRADES

INSPECT DRYER VENT

SEAL AIR LEAKS

TEST SUMP PUMP

INSPECT ROOF

CHECK FOR DRAFTS

(862) 268-2170
Blondiescoffeecompany@gmail.com

FlamingleFlamingle
Let'sLet's

ISLAND EXPO

january 17th, 2026

Castaways Island Realty & Rentals
3366 Stringfellow Road
St James City FL 33956

(239) 282-0770

Want to be a member of our flock?

Contact Montanna Wilson 
at (239) 896-5521 or

flsailgirl@gmail.com
to learn more 

about vendor sponsorship
opportunities, advertising with

Castaways and other fun promotional
events for Pine Island. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blondies+coffee+co&oq=blondies+coffee+co&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRiPAjIHCAIQIRiPAjIHCAMQIRiPAtIBCDMzNDVqMGo3qAIQsAIB8QVVbrgxLmUkyw&client=tablet-android-samsung-rvo1&sourceid=chrome-mobile&ie=UTF-8

